Artist draws animals into inspired landscapes

By Cardyn Mluilia

hile every one of the

four IV Angelo ziblings
spent a lot of time drawing
wehilo young, only Claudio
pursued the interest long
enough to make it into a suc-
oessful caneer.

“As far as | remember my
drawings never stood oul
mane than anyvone ¢lse’s, but |
found the whaole process fasci-
nating. and my siblings must
not have, because they all
eventually dropped it and
moved on to other things,” e-
calls the Montreal-based wild-
life painter.

Even though he did con-
tinue to draw through his high
school years, he says it dida’t
occur b him to pursue fne art
A% a vocation at the timae,

“1 knew there were people
ok there who wene artists, bul
I didn’t think anyone made a
living at it, so the oplion of the
commercial art field seemed
reasonable,”

He took a course in illastea-
tion and graphic design and
went into the advertising
world, but he continued
spending most of his free time
pursuing his art.

“I felt constrained by the
amount of time [ had for the
art, o after about five or six
years | took a sabbatical from
my work, and put some picoes
together to see if [ could make
a living out of it.”

D’ Angelo’s persistence o
follow his dream paid off, and
he now has showings across

Morth Amoerica, with galleries
on bath sides of the border,
while hiz works have boen
purchased for display in Can-
ada, the United States, and
across Europe,

His arbwork has also come
to the attention of the Royal
Canadian Mint, which has
kept him on a steady path of
designing coins during thie
past four years. In fact, a
search on the Mint's website
reveals [ Angelo’s designs in
seven of the coins of the cur-
rent collection, including a
colourized rhododendron with
a Swarovski crystal element; a
SI00 for 100 silver ooan an the
ey "Wild hife 1n Mobion® se-
fres: and his most recent, the
fifth in the O Canada senes,
depicting a cottage scene enti-
tled “Canadian Summer
Fun.”

Most often, D Angelo’s de-
signs depict wildlife or a scene
from nature, usually from
Eastern Canada. His first com-
missioned work for the Mint,
issuned in the mid-1990s, de-
picts an Arctic fox.

"I paint animals because for
as long as | can remember they
have both fascinated and
stirred something within me,”
he says. “Some of my happiest
memories are of times spent
hiking, observing and paint-
ing, in all weather conditions,
in the severity of northern
woodlands, along mountain
passes and quite often, simply
iy Ehe fallow felds mear where
[l
Stll bazed in the Mon-
treal arca, DVAngelo
spends time in the
nearby Laurentian
Mountaing for 1n-
spiration, snap-

ping photos and
making quick
sketehos of land.
scapes, The ani-
mals don't always

s D'Angelo has
- contributed this

design for the 2013
O Canada antry.

Claudio D'Angelo has been kept busy
recaently designing coins, including this 2012
colourized rhododendron with embedded

Swarovski crystals.

appear, but for him, it doesn't
miakber,

e g a lob of amimals
doing interesting things, but
that isn't what deaws me in
completely,” he explains.
“What triggers the idea for a
painting, for me mone often
than not, is the landscape - an
effect, the lighting, some other
pattern that just catches my at-
tention, and then Il remember
a scene wilth the animal, and
through drawings [ try to draw
the two together.”

When he is the sucoessiul
applicant on a coin project, the
challenge then becomes de-
signing something within the
consteaints of the circular For-
k.

“I try to get as much infor-
mation as [ can abowt what the
Mint is trying o communicate.
Sometimes it's pretty straight-
forward and other times it iz
simply an emolion thr:]..l are
Irving to represent.”

For the O Canada series, the
Mint wanted an idyllic sum-
mer seene by the water.

“I usually have an idea right
away, =0 [ start going through
references and photos to see if
there is something that will
jive with my idea. I do thumb-
nail sketches onto a sheet of
paper, always in mind bo work
within that circular farmat,
and then submit a preliminary
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to see if | am go-
ing down the right
avenue,

“Your mind then
goes into overdrive be-
cause of the ideas that aee flit-
ting around in your head -
vou've gol to be able to nail
them down on papér rather
quickly. | work backwards, in a
way, because | know my dead-
line for the finished drawing,
=0 | need to work in a few days
to do preliminary work, and
then the fnalized work™

For example, the canoe bow
in the bottom portion of the
SUWMNET SCeme Coin was an ¢le-
ment he thought of right away,
he notes, while other parts of
the rest came and went. [n the
end, a multi-generational scene
unfalds: on a dock that could
be on any lake in any provimoe
of the country.

“1oould go off in all kinds of
directions, but | had quite a bit
of training in graphic design,
s I'm always Lrying o see
what flow 1 can create within
the space that iz given (obvi-
ously circular in this cage). I'm
trying to place the slements;
they are not haphazard.”

When he has a finished pen-
cil sketch, D"Angelo scans it
inte the computer to add the
numbers and letters, and -
creases the contrast bo aid in
the engraving process,

While the traditional coins
are oftén more about an ene
graver interpreting the hand-
dravwn lines, he says that the
colourized coins don’t neod
that same treatment. What he
painis in oils is pretiy much
exactly what ends up in the
colourized portion of the coin.

D" Angelo works primarily
in oils, which he says could
present a challenge.

1 am very comfortable with
oils, but the problem with that
is that it is a long time drying
and I just don't have the time
to wait around for layers to
dry. 5o | have gotten a hald of
thiz medium that allows it to
dry reasonably quickly.”

Thiz kobly is full of imteresi-
ing people and we'd love to kelp
our readers get bo koo more of
thewn,

If you knoe semebody wha
should be profiled on this page [et
nE knote, Call us of 305%-646-
Fra4, ext 2XT or sivnd an il fo
breti@trajan.ca. Please be sure fo
include zome contact informa-
ton, and somte reasons for your
npEHaalnon,




